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A BRIEF ACCOUNT, Sc. 


Ar u the particular ——_— of ſeveral friends 8 
of the late Mr. GATES, who have heard that 
1 the Lord was graciouſty pleaſed to afford him 
| wonderful ſupport, and heavenly manifeſta- 
tions, during his laſt Illneſs, the following ſhort 


Account is offered for Pefuſal. 


| MG am receiv . 
| the qniniſtry of that © RS 
Mr. Haxr, about the year 1768; from which 
time he walked in the ways of the Lord, with 
great circumſpection until his death. - _ 
He Was of a remarkable eaſy, contented, 
and cheerful turn of mind, which made him 
much reſpected by all his acquaintance. 
In 1784, at the inſtitution of that excellent 
| Charity Taz Sicx Man's Friend, at Tottenham 
| Court Chapel, Mr. Gars was choſen a Viſi- 
tor; and in that way was made very uſeful to 
many of the ſick and dying poor. He had a 


particular 


par Wee affeRtion ate, and ſym pathiſing me⸗ MY 


tod, of addreſſing the afflicted and diſconſolate,” f 


which at once became captivating, and led 
him to point out a precious Redeemer in a 
very endearing manner. 

Mr. GaTrs had been for ſome years. after: 
very ſeverely afflicted with the gout, and in 
general was wonderfully ſupported; ſo that 
his friends have been aftoniſhed at his patience: 
and cheerfulneſs under ſuch excruciating pain. 
He was never heard to murmur or complain; 
but would frequently fay to his friends He 
does all things well—it will be all well by-and- 
bye.” When the diforder was only in one 
limb, he would expreſs his gratitude that any 
part was free; and when, as was ſometimes 
the cafe, the gout was in his feet and legs, 


hands and arms, ſo that he was totally unable 


to move himſelf, he would bleſs God that he 
was out of hell; and received comfort in the _ 
proſpe& of its ſoon ending ; and that in the 
preſent ſtate All things worked together for 
good. 

He had for ſeverad months been very feeble. 
Chriſtmas-Day was the laſt time he was out, 
when he attended morning fervice, and re- 
_ ceived the ſacrament. He afterwards joined 


4 | | the 


1 


the company of ſome intimate friends at the 
marriage-dinner of a young couple, whom he' 
much reſpected. While at tea, he was taken 
very ill, and exprelled a wiſh to retire. He 
went home, and never more came out alive, 
but ſoon after was called to partake of. the 
marriage-ſupper'of the Lamb. 

His diſorder increaſed ; the pain was ex- 

treme: : danger was feared. For the firſt five. 
days he gave but few anſwers to enquiring 
friends, about the ſtate of his ſoul: | His mind 
was dark, his ſoul diſtreſſed, and his body ex- 
- ceeding weak and painful. To one friend he 
ſaid, I am really ſo pained, and my mind ſo 
burdened, that I can ſay but little about it; 
but, ſaid he, it was well the work was done 
before, or it would be an improper time to 
| N now—O that ſweet nn 


If Jeſus 3 is ours, 

We have a true friend, 

Whoſe goodneſs endures 
The ſame to the end: 

Our comforts may vary, 
Our frames may decline; 

We cannot miſcarry, 

Our aid is divine. 


He even now, in this ſharp conflict, ſeemed to 
N a firm perſuaſion that as the Lord had 
begun 


"T3 


begun the work he would not Jake him now. 
when he was in great neceſſity and diſtreſs. 

On Treſday, the 1ſt of Fanuary, the ſun of 
' righteouſneſs began to ſhine upon him never 
more to ſet. He then began to exult with 
St. Paul, I know in whom I bave believed, &c. 
A friend preſent ſaid, Now you have not the 
ſhadow of a doubt left: O, no, ſaid he, with 
his utmoſt ſtrength, Everlaſting love! Ever. 
laſting love! and then immediately repeated 
part of the following verſes: 8 
ON E there is, above all others, 


Well deſerves the name of friend ; 
His is love beyond a brother's, 
Coſtly, free, and knows no end: 
They who once his kindneſs prove, 
Find it everlaſting love! | 


Which of all our friends to fave us, 
Could or would have ſhed their blood ? 3 
But our Jeſus dy'd to have us 
' Reconcil'd in him to God: 
This was boundleſs love indeed ! 
Jeſus is a friend in need. 


From this time to his death, he conſtantly 
ſpake of his unworthineſs; but, with the deepeſt 
ſenſe of his obligations to God's ſovereign 
love and mercy, he cried out, in a way far 
ſuperior to what he had been capable of for 
ſome days par, through great bodily weaknefs, 
Ble 2 


* ci ths 
Bi the Lord, O my foul, and all that is mths 
me bleſs Lis boly name, who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities ! and again, For as the beaven is bigb 
above the earth, ſo is his mercy toward them that 
fear binn —Bleß the Lord, O my foul, for bis 
mercy endureth for ever! He once (in broken. 
accents and weeping) told a friend, that the 
recollection of the many wonderful mercies. 
which.Gcd had beſtowed, at times, quite over- 
came him; ſo that he was loſt in Wonder, 
(here faultring, but recovering himſelf, ut- 
tered) Love and Praiſe—O how precious is 
Jeſus to my ſoul now! If he was not God 
over all, bleſſed for ever, he could not ſupport 
me as he now does. He foon after this re- 
| peated a part of his favorite hymn : 


| 


Jeſus i is a friend in need. 


He continued, Tell them (meaning i per- 
ſons at; a diſtance) he is a Friend indeed! 
and though | have ſumed againſt him, he ſtill 
remains a Friend. | 
Sometimes he would break out in a rapture, 
O a wonder! a wonder! a wonder!—O glo- 
rious! glorious! glorious! and then was forced 
to ſtop, as he could not expreſs his own inſig- 
nificance, nor the ſweet views he had of his 
divinely precious Jeſus. 3 


His 


« 2 


a 

- This ſtrength reuch abatimg, it was aſtonffting 1 

to his friends to hear him cry out with fuch 

fervor, O praife! praile the Lord! I ſtral foon 
de above ſinging the Tong of Moes and the 
Lamb, and there never ceaſe, but without 
terruption fing, Hallelujah, N yy | 
we Lord for ever! 

A phy fician Was ceakked in. a . 
Mr. Gares died, horn, hen the ſaw, know- 
ing him, ſaid, «© Doctor, I know you, but 
von are all phyſicians ef no wvalge: 1 am 
going to the beſt phyſician, who heak nll my 
diſeaſes.” The. doctor hearing this, iuppofmg 
him to be delirious, ordered that the fhoudll be 

| kept quiet ; but Mr. G. Taid do a friend - fſhey 

want me to hold my tongue, tut 1 5 

A praiſe, III praiſe.” — 

Soon after, this champion, — ry 

felf juſt plunging into Jordan, ſaid, I will eur 

no evil, for the Lom hath promiſed tobe with 

me in the valley; and added, Yea, thounh | 

7 walk through abe ſhadow of dra, I will feaur © 

no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod am thy 

ſtaff comfort me—and 1 ſhall dwell in the houſe 
of the Lord for ever—The Lord is my portion 

And theſe words ſeemed to reſt much on his 

mind; 
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He very a ee took leave of ſeveral 


K& : Sy tives pang noe. - and | 


; earneſtly deſired to be remembered to others, 


ſending a word of advice, Tequeſting. them 


to purſue on:; faying, that Chriſt, was precious 

88 ——— _— ä had Home: urn 
. 8 fret The 9 8 458 his ; death . to be 
| ayery reſtleſs one; but in the midſt; of all, 


tere was nothing to be * but ſelf- 


. — S 
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abalement, prayer and praiſ ee. 


At about half paſt five o clock he ſeemed to 


fall into a ſweet ſleep, and truly it was a ſweet 
jeep indeed unto him, for! he: cloſed his eyes 
iti theſe words, which were the laſt he was 
| heard to ſay, O DEATH WwRERE IS TY STING? 
ru VALLEY, THE VA Lizx—and thus, with. 


à ſigh or a groan (for it was ſuppoſed 


der. Was been an dear brother in the: RAE 
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